
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

TELEVISION ACADEMY ANNOUNCES  

ELIMINATION OF HANGING EPISODE RULE 

BEGINNING WITH 2023 EMMY® COMPETITION  

 
(LOS ANGELES – June 1, 2022) — The Television Academy today announced its 

Board of Governors has approved the elimination of the Hanging Episode Rule 

beginning with the 2023 Emmy® competition, as recommended by the 

organization’s Awards Committee. 

 

The Hanging Episode Rule currently allows a series (including Limited or Anthology 

series) that premieres current-season episodes after the May 31 eligibility 

deadline, but prior to the start of nomination-round voting, to post those episodes 

on a platform available to Academy members by May 31 for episode eligibility in 

the current Emmy competition.  

Beginning with the next eligibility year (June 1, 2022-May 31, 2023), the Hanging 

Episode Rule has been eliminated; only episodes that premiere on a platform 

available to a national audience by May 31 will be Emmy-eligible. The Academy has 

made the change to standardize all submissions within the eligibility year.  

New rules for Series and Limited/Anthology Series eligibility beginning 

with 2023 Emmy competition: 

 Series 

• The required number of episodes from a series must premiere nationally by 

May 31 to be eligible in the current Emmy competition. (Six episodes are 

required for series in animation, comedy, drama, variety, short form and 

reality categories. Three episodes are required for documentary series and 

hosted nonfiction series). 

• If a series premieres within the current Emmy eligibility year but doesn’t 

have the required number of nationally premiered episodes to qualify for its 

category, the series, along with the individual achievements, would gain 

eligibility in the subsequent Emmy competition.  

• If a series qualifies in the current eligibility year, but has additional episodes 

from its current season premiering after May 31, those episodes will gain 

Emmy eligibility with the series' subsequent season.  

• If the series doesn't return in the subsequent Emmy competition, those 

episodes would be eligible as single "orphaned" episodes in certain individual 



achievement categories. Submission for a body of work (including series and 

acting categories) would not be eligible under the “orphaned” episodes rule. 

  

Limited/Anthology Series  

• All episodes/parts of a limited/anthology series must premiere nationally by 

May 31 to be eligible in the current Emmy competition.  

• If all episodes/parts do not premiere within the current eligibility year, the 

complete limited series, along with the individual achievements, would gain 

eligibility in the subsequent Emmy competition. 

 

ABOUT THE TELEVISION ACADEMY    

The Television Academy strives to shape and advance the dynamic television 

landscape, advocating for the television industry as it expands the horizons of 

television excellence. Through its innovative programs, publications and events, the 

Academy and its Foundation foster, empower and connect the diverse community 

of storytellers fueling the medium while celebrating industry excellence and 

recognizing achievement through awards and accolades, including the coveted 

Emmy® Award, the Hall of Fame and Television Academy Honors. For more 

information, please visit TelevisionAcademy.com. 
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