
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
TELEVISION ACADEMY ANNOUNCES EMMY 
RULES CHANGES FOR 2020 EMMY COMPETITION AS 
SUBMISSIONS UP 15% OVER LAST SEASON 
 

Academy Restructures Number of Nominees Per Category 
 

(NOHO ARTS DISTRICT, Calif. – June 17, 2020) — The Television Academy today 

announced additional rules changes for the 72nd Emmy® Awards competition, 

including a restructuring of how nominees are selected in each category.  

To align the nominations selection process across all awards categories and to allow 

for more inclusiveness in the recognition of excellence, the number of nominees per 

category will now be based on the number of submissions in each category. Emmy 

submissions for 2020 have increased by 15% over the previous competition year. 

“The increase in submissions is a reflection of the number of new voices, new 

television platforms and a tremendous growth in content from existing platforms 

across our industry,” said Television Academy Chairman and CEO Frank Scherma. 

“Despite production suspension resulting from COVID-19, there is a wealth of 

excellent work submitted for this year’s competition.” 

The number of nominations in a category will now be determined using the 

following criteria: 
 

● 1-19 submissions: A sliding scale between zero to 4 nominations 
● 20-80 submissions: 5 nominations 

● 81-160 submissions: 6 nominations 
● 161-240 submissions: 7 nominations 
● > 240 submissions: 8 nominations 

 
Comedy and Drama Series categories will have eight nominations each, regardless 

of the number of submissions received. Paired performer categories (i.e., 
supporting actor comedy and supporting actress comedy) will have parity in the 
number of nominations. 

 
Finally, this new rule eliminates the previous 2% rule, which specified that in 

categories with five nominees, if the fifth and sixth top vote-getters were within 2% 
of each other, both would be nominated. 
 

A full list of Emmy Rules and Procedures can be found at emmys.com. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.emmys.com/sites/default/files/Downloads/2020-rules-procedures-v4.pdf


 
About the Television Academy 

The Television Academy seeks to expand the horizons of television excellence. 
Through the programs, publications and events of the Academy and its Foundation, 
it strives to empower storytellers who shape the evolving television space. And it 

celebrates those who have excelled by recognizing their achievements through 
accolades and awards, including television's most coveted prize the Primetime 

Emmy® Award. For more information, please visit TelevisionAcademy.com. 
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